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Foreword 
 
The African Organization for Standardization (ARSO) is an African intergovernmental organization 
established by the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) and the Organization of 
African Unity (AU) in 1977. One of the fundamental mandates of ARSO is to develop and harmonize 
African Standards (ARS) for the purpose of enhancing Africa’s internal trading capacity, increase 
Africa’s product and service competitiveness globally and uplift the welfare of African communities. 
The work of preparing African Standards is normally carried out through ARSO technical committees. 
Each Member State interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been established has 
the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, Regional Economic 
Communities (RECs), governmental and non-governmental organizations, in liaison with ARSO, also 
take part in the work.  
 
ARSO Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2.  
 
The main task of technical committees is to prepare ARSO Standards. Draft ARSO Standards 
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an 
ARSO Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote. 
 
Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. ARSO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 
 
This African Standard was prepared by the ARSO Technical Harmonization Committee Number 7 on 
Leather and Textile Products (ARSO/THC 07). 
 
 
 
 
 
© African Organisation for Standardisation 2017 — All rights reserved* 
 
ARSO Central Secretariat 
International House 3rd Floor 
P. O. Box 57363 — 00200 City Square 
NAIROBI, KENYA 
 
Tel. +254-20-2224561, +254-20-3311641, +254-20-3311608 
 
E-mail: arso@arso-oran.org 
Web: www.arso-oran.org 

                                                 
*
  2017 ARSO — All rights of exploitation reserved worldwide for African Member States’ NSBs. 
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Copyright notice 
 
This ARSO document is copyright-protected by ARSO. While the reproduction of this document 
by participants in the ARSO standards development process is permitted without prior 
permission from ARSO, neither this document nor any extract from it may be reproduced, stored 
or transmitted in any form for any other purpose without prior written permission from ARSO. 
 
Requests for permission to reproduce this document for the purpose of selling it should be 
addressed as shown below or to ARSO’s member body in the country of the requester: 
 
 

© African Organisation for Standardisation 2017 — All rights reserved 
 
ARSO Central Secretariat 
International House 3rd Floor 
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Tel: +254-20-2224561, +254-20-3311641, +254-20-3311608 
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Reproduction for sales purposes may be subject to royalty payments or a licensing agreement. 
Violators may be prosecuted. 
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School wear fabrics — Part 1: Basic requirements 
 
 
 
1 Scope 
 
This part of ARS 1567 covers the definitions, basic requirements, requirements for packing, labelling, 
marking, and the inspection and testing of fabrics that are suitable for use in the manufacture of 
school clothing. Specific requirements are covered by the relevant individual parts of ARS 1567. 
 

2 Normative references 
 
The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated 
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced 
document (including any amendments) applies. 
 
ARS 1551, Textiles and textile merchandise — Terms and definitions 
 
ARS 1568, School clothing (all parts) 
 
ARS 1569, The labelling and marking of textiles and household textile articles 
 
ISO 139, Textiles — Standard atmospheres for conditioning and testing 
 
ISO 3951-1, Sampling procedures for inspection by variables — Part 1: Specification for single 
sampling plans indexed by acceptance quality limit (AQL) for lot-by-lot inspection for a single quality 
characteristic and a single AQL  
 
ISO 3951-2, Sampling procedures for inspection by variables — Part 2: General specification for 
single sampling plans indexed by acceptance quality limit (AQL) for lot-by-lot inspection of 
independent quality characteristics  
 
ISO 3951-3, Sampling procedures for inspection by variables — Part 3: Double sampling schemes 
indexed by acceptance quality limit (AQL) for lot-by-lot inspection  
 
ISO 3951-4, Sampling procedures for inspection by variables — Part 4: Procedures for assessment of 
declared quality levels  
 
ISO 3951-5, Sampling procedures for inspection by variables — Part 5: Sequential sampling plans 
indexed by acceptance quality limit (AQL) for inspection by variables (known standard deviation)  
 
ISO 5084, Textiles — Determination of thickness of textiles and textile products 
 
ISO 13015, Woven fabrics — Distortion — Determination of skew and bow 
 
ISO 22198, Textiles — Fabrics — Determination of width and length 
 

3 Definitions and abbreviations 
 
For the purposes of this standard, the definitions given in DARS 1551:2017, and the following 
definition and abbreviation apply 
 
3.1 
acceptance quality limit (AQL) 
worst tolerable process fraction nonconforming when a continuing series of lots is submitted for 
acceptance sampling 
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3.2 
quality level 
quality expressed as a rate of occurrence of nonconforming units 
 
3.3 
limiting quality (LQ) 
quality level, when a lot is considered in isolation, which, for the purposes of acceptance sampling 
inspection, is limited to a low probability of acceptance 
 
3.4 
piece 
unit that consists of a single article, a pair, a set or a length within a lot 
 
3.5 
lot 
collection of pieces of the same product type 
 

4 Basic requirements 
 

4.1 General 
 
The fabric shall 
 
a) have been made in accordance with sound manufacturing practice,  
 
b) be of acceptable uniform make, width, colour(s), and finish, 
 
c) comply with the specific requirements given in the relevant part of ARS 1568, and  
 
d) be delivered in a clean and commercially dry condition. 
 

4.2 Weave or knitted structure 
 
The weave or knitted structure shall comply with the requirements given in the relevant part of 
ARS 1568, appropriate to the fabric type. 
 

4.3 Selvedges 
 
Selvedges shall be straight and evenly formed. When relevant, the acceptance of split or fringe 
selvedges shall be a matter for agreement between the purchaser and the supplier. 
 

4.4 Width 
 
The width between selvedges or conspicuous stenter pin holes or, when relevant, between tuck-backs 
or fringes of shuttleless loom fabrics, shall be as agreed upon between the purchaser and the 
supplier. 
 

4.5 Piece length 
 
The stated length of a piece shall be measured in accordance with ISO 22198. 
 

4.6 Bow and skewness of weft 
 
Neither the bow nor the skewness of the weft of a fabric shall exceed the following limits: 
 
a) mean:                           3 % 
 
b) at any one place:         5 % 
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4.7 Colour and colour match 
 
The colour of a plain dyed fabric, or the colour(s) of in-woven stripes or printed designs, shall be an 
acceptable match to the required colour(s), in terms of the relevant part of ISO 3951. 
 

4.8 Defects 
 
The assessment and stringing of defects, and the deductions to be made for strung and unstrung 
defects shall be in accordance with the relevant part of ISO 3951. The assessment shall (in all cases) 
be based on the AQLs given in the relevant part of ARS 1568. 
 

5 Inspection and methods of test 
 

5.1 Inspection 
 
Visually examine and measure each piece in the sample for compliance with the requirements 
given in 4.1 to 4.8 (inclusive), and the relevant requirements in Clause 6, using ISO 13015 and ISO 
22198 to measure the width, piece length, and bow and skewness of the weft, respectively. 
 

5.2 Conditioning 
 
Condition the test samples in accordance with ISO 139 and, using ISO 22198, measure the width of 
the test sample before cutting from it the test specimens required for the tests specified in the 
relevant part of ARS 1568. 
 

6 Packing, labelling and marking 
 

6.1 Packing 
 
Unless otherwise required, each piece shall be rolled, full-width and face inward, on an acceptable 
tube. Only pieces of the same type, width, design (when relevant), colour(s) and finish shall be 
packed together in a bulk container. 
 

6.2 Labelling and marking 
 
Pieces and bulk containers shall be labelled and marked in accordance with ARS 1569. 
 

6.3 Additional marking 
 
When so required, pieces or bulk containers (or both) shall bear information additional to that 
specified in 6.2. 
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